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Regime Moves Firmly 



The government’s forceful actions under the state of siege have 
at least temporarily aborted the transition to democratic rule, 
and demonstrations by opp ositio n groups and terrorist acts are 
likely In the coming weeks . 

President Pinochet's decree restricts the right of assembly, suspends 
the main opposit ion news organs, and subjects all other media to 
censorship. security forces on 
Thursday raided W^Sanvag^Teadquaner^onne leading leftist 
political parties and arrested numerous activists. Catholic Church and 
human rights sp okesme n say the whereabouts of those arrested 
remain unknownBBH 


Meanwhile, a member of the junta has told journalists that the state of 
siege is necessary to curb terrorism but that it does not signify a 
harder government li ne on the transition. Nevertheiess.^^lHHmi 

opposition group — the moderate Democratic Action six-party 
coalition — in reaction to his criticism of *he clampdown and to his call 
for protest demonstrations.] 


relations with the Catholic Church are poor 
lot's refusal to allow a Spanish-born priest 
to return to Chile from a meeting in Rome with Chilean exiles. The 
priest, who heads the Catholic Church's human rights agency, had 
made statements at the meeting critical of the regime, m 

Comment: The government's actions evidently surprised all political 
sectors, including the normally proregime political right. Moderate 
opposition leaders are likely to react quickly by refusing further 
dialogue on the transition process and by promoting further 
demonstrations.HB 


Sporadic outbursts are likely, especially in low-income 
neighborhoods. Security forces hope to contain any activities until 
mid -December, when the start of Chile’s three-month summer 
vacation period slows political activity. Terrorist activity by 

groups probably will continue 


Communist and other militant 
unabated.l 






